
Front-Runners in Energy 
Renovation Policies: What Can 
We Learn From Them?
New York State

Lindsay Robbins
NYSERDA
April 29, 2014



NYSERDA

• New York State Energy Research & 
Development Authority

• Public Benefit Corporation 
• Established in 1975

• Responsibilities
• State energy planning
• Research & development
• Clean energy deployment programs



NYSERDA’s Mission

NYSERDA strives to facilitate change 
through the widespread development and 
use of innovative technologies to improve 

the State’s energy, economic, and 
environmental wellbeing.
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New York State Strengths

• Funding & Experience
• Leadership & Innovation
• Political Support & Partnerships 

(top-down)
• Community-Based Strategies 

(bottom-up)

• Market Transformation



Funding & Experience

• 16-year history of running deployment 
programs 

• Statewide collaboration
• Harnessing multiple funding sources 

(rate-payer funding, RGGI, federal 
funding)



Funding & Experience
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Deregulation

Public Service Commission Establishes (PSC) Systems Benefit Charge (SBC)

NYSERDA Begins Running Deployment Programs

PSC Establishes Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS)
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Green Jobs/Green New York 
Established

Cleaner Greener 
Communities Launched

PSC Establishes Energy Efficiency 
Portfolio Standard (EEPS)

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative Begins



RGGI

• Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Initiative

• First Mandatory Cap 
and Trade Program in 
North America

• 9 Northeast States 
(CT, DE, MD, ME, NY, 
MA, NH, VT, RI)



Leadership & Innovation

• Designing innovative 
deployment programs 
and training 
standards that lay the 
foundation for 
national standards
• Home Performance w/ 

ENERGY STAR

• ENERGY STAR 
Multifamily High Rise 
Program

• Building Performance 
Institute



Leadership & Innovation

• New York City’s 
Greener Greater 
Buildings Plan
• Benchmarking

• Audits & Retrofits

• Code Updates

• Workforce 
Development



Political Support & Partnerships

• Leadership from 
Governor Cuomo & 
previous Governors

• Robust network of state 
and municipal 
governments, agencies, 
and regulators working 
together

• Participation in RGGI
• State Energy Planning



Community-Based Strategies

• Green Jobs/Green 
New York Innovative 
Legislation

• Focus on 
engagement at the 
community level 
through Community 
Benefit 
Organizations 
(CBOs)

• Locally tailored 
outreach strategies



Community-Based Strategies

• Cleaner Greener 
Communities Mission: 
Empower regions to lead the 
development of sustainability plans 
and implement projects that will 
significantly improve the economic 
development and environmental 
well‐being of their communities. 

• 1st state to create 
comprehensive regional 
sustainability plans



Market Transformation

• Creating an 
educated 
workforce and 
market 
mechanism for 
delivering clean 
energy services



Market Transformation

• Utilizing 
information 
from 
programs to 
inform the 
marketplace 



Market Transformation

• Finding creative 
strategies to 
stimulate action 
in the 
marketplace



Market Transformation

• Connecting 
clean energy 
with economic 
development

• Increasing the 
availability of 
capital for clean 
energy projects



Market Transformation
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Questions?

Lindsay Robbins
NYSERDA
lkr@nyserda.ny.gov


